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An archaeological team is dig-
ging through waste material
dumped thousands of years ago
at a site in Taċ-Ċawla, Victoria,
where it is thought the first Goz-
itan village stood.

The team is led by Caroline
Malone, professor of prehistory
at the School of Geography,
Archaeology and Palaeoecology
at Queen’s University, Belfast,
Northern Ireland, 

The archaeologists dug and
sifted through the waste gener-
ated by people who lived in the
area at the time to scientifically
gather information on their
social and economic way of life.

During the dig, which began in
March, parts of the walls of a size-
able house were discovered, as
were pieces of kitchen pottery from
the Żebbuġ, Ġgantija and Roman phases, and bones
of animals reared by the first Gozitans. The archaeol-
ogists found that while the inside of the house was kept
clean, waste was thrown just outside its walls.

The project forms part of the Fragsus programme
and involves researchers from the University of
Malta, Queen’s University, Cambridge University,
the National Museum of Archeology and Heritage
Malta’s Superintendance of Cultural Heritage.

Malone is the overall director and principal investi-
gator of the European Research Council-funded pro-
ject. The Cambridge team is headed by Simon Stoddart,

who focuses on landscape, Nick Vella from the Univer-
sity of Malta heads the team focusing on later landscapes
and environment, Chris Hunt of Queen’s University
leads the environmental reconstruction team, sup-
ported and assisted by Anthony Pace from the Super-
intendence of Cultural Heritage and Katya Stroud and
Sharon Sultana from Heritage Malta.

The team comprises some 19 senior scholars,
about 10 post-doctoral researchers and this year,
about 50 students and specialists have worked
together on the site in Gozo.

More fieldwork is planned for next year.
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Victoria today celebrates the
feast of St George.

This year marks the 175th
anniversary of the first titular
statue of the saint, an artistic
masterpiece treasured at 
St George’s basilica. 

Gozo Bishop Mario Grech,
accompanied by the basilica
chapter and clergy, will lead a
procession from the Episcopal
Palace in Republic Street to 
the basilica at 8am.

Pontifical High Mass will
start at 8.30am.

Mass in D Princeps Mar-
tyrum (1975) by Maestro di
Cappella Joseph Vella will 
be performed with the partici-
pation of soprano Miriam
Cauchi, tenor Antonino Inter-
isano, baritone Dario Russo
and the Laudate Pueri Choir
and orchestra, under the direc-
tion of Mro Vella.

Marches by the St George’s
Band of Qormi and St Mar-
garet’s Band of Sannat will be
held at 11am.

Cathedral parish archpriest
Ġużeppi Attard will celebrate
Mass at 5pm.

Archbishop Emeritus of Mon-
reale, Sicily, Salvatore Di
Cristina, will lead pontifical ves-
pers at 6pm, with the participa-
tion of soloists and the Laudate
Pueri Choir and orchestra,
under the direction of Mro Vella.

This will be followed at 7pm
by a procession with the statue
of St George and the relic of 
St George’s arm that has been
brought over from Venice,
accompanied by La Stella 
Philharmonic Band.

The Mnarja Band under the
direction of Mro Joseph Grech
will give a concert in front of the
parish church.

The triumphal return of the
statue of St George to the basil-
ica will take place at 10pm, 
followed by the performance 
of the popular antiphon 
Beatus Georgius and Eucharis-
tic benediction by archpriest
Paul Cardona.

Feast of St George

The relic of St George’s arm was taken to Xewkija parish church
after a stop at Tal-Ħniena chapel.

Bishop Mario Grech, together with the clergy of St George’s
parish, later welcomed the relic at the crossroads in Republic
Street, Victoria, from where it was taken to St George’s basilica,
accompanied by La Stella Band playing religious hymns.

In St George’s Square, archpriest Paul Cardona  delivered 
an address, followed by a solemn ecumenical vigil presided 
by the bishop, Gennadios Zervos, metropolitan of the 
Greek Orthodox archdiocese of Italy and Malta, and Can Simon
Godfrey, chancellor of the Anglican communion of Malta 
and Gozo.

Can. Simon Godfrey, Mgr Mario Grech, Mgr Gennadios Zervos and
Mgr Paul Cardona with the relic outside St George’s basilica.

Relic of saint’s
arm in Gozo

The relic’s first stop at Tal-Ħniena chapel. Photos: Charles Spiteri


